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“FILLING THE POOL” REPORT — GENDER EQUALITY 
Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [12.20 pm]: I rise to inform the house of 
the fifth anniversary of the Committee for Perth’s “Filling the Pool” report. “Filling the Pool” was a landmark gender 
equality research report led by Dr Terrance Fitzsimmons. This report explored the particular settings in Perth, in 
particular the mining, energy and construction sectors in Western Australia, that have led to a highly masculine 
corporate and social culture in our state. It looked at the entrenched gender stereotypes that contribute to increased 
levels of direct and indirect discrimination through recruitment, selection, performance and promotions. 
This year marks five years since the launch of the report and it is important that we reflect on progress and what 
remains to be done to drive gender equality in WA. I was pleased to join the CEO of the Committee for Perth and 
Dr Fitzsimmons to host a virtual celebration of this milestone. We reflected on the many organisations that have 
worked hard to change attitudes, and I have been heartened by shifts throughout the state as gender diversity 
policies and initiatives are implemented by a range of companies. 
But I think we are all aware that much more needs to be done if we are to achieve both a cultural and a structural 
shift. Many issues raised five years ago in the “Filling the Pool” report remain today. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has highlighted the importance of working together to change cultural norms and to recognise that seemingly 
intractable issues, such as flexible work or shared domestic and caring duties, are in fact achievable. 
In March 2020, I launched “Stronger Together: WA’s Plan for Gender Equality” as part of International Women’s Day 
celebrations. As we move forward into the next phase of the COVID-19 pandemic, our plan for gender equality is more 
important than ever. I would like to congratulate the Committee for Perth on the fifth anniversary of “Filling the 
Pool”. Its commitment to gender equality in Western Australia has been remarkable and mirrors the government’s 
commitments. With a whole-of-community and determined approach, we can build a stronger and more equal 
Western Australia. 
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